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— Tofle said that certain un- . Urges Tight Control, - F

named CIA officials “trled to| Tofte said he does not agree
Ef? ﬁa railroad me out of the agency”|completely with Senator J. . W. . 1
WV
'Ej@@

CHARLES E,
TOFTE STRICKLAND

rrid on his home might have
bzen motivated by a desire to |2
seize the highly critical analy-
ses.

In the three-page letter, the

HANS V.

BFUS, SP@ES-

Létter to Mason City/|
- Friend Revealed

By Clark Mollenhoff
(Of The Register’'s Washinston Bureau)

. (covvnqm 1966, Des Moines Resister
and Tribung Company)

! WASHINGTON, D. C. — Hans
'V. Tofte, a star CIA operative,
indxcatc:.. ¢ has inside infor-
mation_about

EXCLUSIVE- the Bay of Pigs,

! To the Dominican
- 'The Register Republic and
Vietnamese op-

erations that could create “‘em-
barrassing issues™ for the big.
spy agency and for CIA Director

Rx;:arad };E:;?;xs- o Charles E.. ‘day that Tofte had writicn

« Strickland asking that he in-
Strickland, a friend from Mason form friends of the eircum-
City and Clear Lake, Ia,, Tofte stances of his controversy
'revealed that this analysxs of the With the CIA. e indicated he
disaster of the Bay of Pigs and; 1OPCS to force it exposc and

a clean-up of (op personnel pt
-sericus blunders in the Domini-| the cmp and larl:tlcipaltca} "a :

‘can Republic and Viet Nam' difficult and bitter fight.

‘were among papers seized at his  Strickland is retired president
‘home July 24 by CIA sccumy "of the Peoples Gas & Electric

‘officers. ICO l;?lMIasonkCIty ‘ . .
. . o ask 15 for my true
Criticul Analyses ! friends to trust me all lg'e way
In a letter to Strickland, 1, he bitter end,” Tofte wrote.
'Tofte mdlcated the C[Asecurlty Most of the letter represented
77 an attack on CIA director
'Helms, and carried the implica-
tion that Helms was one . of
“those who planned and exe-
culed the disastrous Bay of Pigs
invaslon, who are still there “in

brﬁg\%ﬂbeuﬁé’fb%;e éOO

- 85-year-old former Mason City.
businessman outlined his differ-;

ences with high agency officials
since 1961, when he was out-
spoken in his criticism of cer-
tain of his superiors.

Tofte is ‘paid $25,000 a year
i and holds the Civil Service rank
1of GS 16. He is one of a mere,
handful of ‘persons in the spy
agency who has intimate knowl-
edge of almost all CIA activities
in recent'years. He has been
involved in undercover work for
more than 25 years.

The Register learned Thurs-

in 1961, but failed.

Fulbright about the problems of

le said CIA direclor Allen|the CIA, but feels that a tight

Dulles hag lost control of - the'
agency at the time of the Bay'
of Pigs. .

He praised - 'President Ken-'
nedy’s appointment of John

McCone to-head the CIA. He did

not mention Helms directly, but

was critical of the selection of

a CIA professional to head the
agency.
Tofle revealed that he was

at a sccret mceling at the
White House during the

y¥8f62 --CiA-RDP75-0000"

Kennedy administration, dur-
ing which he warned of the
efforts of professional CIA
men to hide their blunders in’
connection with the. Bay of .
Pigs.

He said he told unidentified
White House personnel at that
time, “The worst mistake the
President of the United States
could possibly make would be to
put a CIA professional in the top
spot of the agency.”

He suggested that his friends
in Mason Cily read the book,
“The Invisible Government” to
gain some impression of what
he is up against.

He sajd the authors of the
book, Tom Ross and David
Wise, were harassed by the
agency. He said his own wife,
Marlys, has been subjected to
surveillance in recent weeks.

“The day this - behind-the
scenes setup, working under the
protection of official secrecy, be-
comes strong enough by escap-
ing rigorous congressional con-
trols, we will have the begin-
nings of a police- state in
America. )

“It could be terribly misused
by a ruthless politician in the
White House before Congress
and the American people even
knew it,” .Tofte said in. his

congressional scrutiny of its op-
erations is essential.

{ “I know what I am talking

about and the agency knows’
that I know it,” Tolte said,

At no point in the letter did |
he state that he would make
all of the “embarrassing” In.
formation public, but the en- -
tire letter carried the impli- -
cation that he will, in his own
time.

The text ot the Jetter follows:

" “Mr. Chas. E. Strickland

“Mason City
“Jowa

“Dear Charles:

“Many thanks for your swift
support in regard to the lelter
of introduction to Senator Hick-
enlooper. I shall make use of it
as appropriate.

“In order to understand what
I am really Involved in, I would
recommend that you read a
book titled ‘The Invisible Gov-'
ernment’ very carefully., CIA
did everylhing possible to
squelch the publication of that
book. )

““The authors and their fami-
lies were attacked ruthlessly, in
fact, the entire professional ma-
chinery went into action to de-
stroy and discredit them and
ruin their position in society
and their home life.

. “However, the so called ‘in~
visible government’ was not
yet quite strong enough fo ac-
complish it.

“The . day this behind- t.he-
scenes setup, working under the!
protection of officlal secrecy,:
becomes strong enough by es-
caping rigorous congressional
controls, we wiil have the be-
glnrdngs of a police mte in

America, | |

COntinued
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“It could be Ierribly MISUSEa  “Dulles had 105t CONIYI @b yATCEny (accoraing Vo my law-
by a ruthless politician in the the time of the ‘Bay of Pigs.’ {yers), and tried to muzzle my-
White House .before Congress I was vastly relicved, when [self and the Metropolitan Police
and the Akppicagebfiorielganed?Gfm/i 2102ty IEMRDP 75260004 RGDO40098018-3
knew it. McCone. (Again, read the jone thing no one had expected:

“With ‘one of us’ at the helm ‘Invisible Government,” chap- [I came out in the open’ and
of CIA (pardon the pun), acting ter No. 13, ‘The Sccret Elite.”) |challenged the entire oulfit lo a
as ‘a stooge of the powers-that- “After my vigorous protest | public showdown, -
be, the stage is sct for develop- against the operation, that be-|  ““This is what it is really all
ments that would have ourcame the ‘Bay of Pigs’ — andabout. Marlys is already under
founding fathers rotating in their many other old professionals | surveillance, and I do not un-
graves. protested with the voice of ther‘derestlmate the forces and facil-

“I am no Fuibright man, In|turtie—thcy tried to railroad me| ities T am up against, because I”
fact, I am no politician at all, {9Vt of the agency every Whlch\know what was tried against the
I'm not for anything, I'm way"}}ut 1 happened to be un iautl::r:t ?tTll:‘ey 'In“lfilb‘c ‘GOV;

. AR - ‘ernment.’ They could not ge
:ﬁg"’s" “.S.Omeml?{g' T"mldl(tly railroadable. I signed my life {them, because they were mcgm.
. Ine .'{;:c';fyl'b 'ow;evehx;{t tho away, so fo speak, just to re- bers in good standing of the free
a?:r:li “;llas touben\;gvgtclﬁ od ve € main in the agency to study, | press of America.
ey oy, Fulbright's idoag| 2. fcach, and work for Jm-) “Naturally: the fop men o L
¢ I provement against all odds. |CIA suspect that I have other
of ‘watching’ would not even i P! ¢
; E Vv “The hierarchy thought it had) naners somewhere, It is well
begin to do the job!!! Not by a ? papers i
long shot - me cornered and ‘rendered known now, that I keep meticu-
“Dollew ' -|harmless, when I was trans-joys diaries and private records
Bte I’ﬁf’e gy I know what 1|cored 1o the training departin conncction with the above
- am talking about . . . and the ment ) mentioned work for over-all im-
agency knows that I know it.||" wjjyle did they realize. that| yroyement.

The papers they found in mYyi|ihis gave me preciscly the pri-l™ «.could go on and on. But the

house represent years of study|lyscy and extra time, I needed| ahove is sufficient as to an

aimed at perfecting a plan, that| i, jearn everything and com-|indication of the issues at stake.
would revolutionize the entire)|piete my studies for the prepa-i1 cannot heip what is about lo

CIA and make it do the work, it|\ration of a plan, that would| happen now. All I can ask is for

.is supposed to do—better, more

; . benefit the next generation of\my true friends to trust me all
professionally, and without a|lc1A men . . . and perhaps con-| the way to the bitter end.

colossal waste in regard to|lysihute to sweeping improve-| «Greelings to all mutual
lmoney and human tragedy. ment. friends ou%. west and kindest
«The latter refers to the | <] emphasize contribute, be-| personal greetings to you and
. untold Ylittle people’ — agents |cayse no one man can have|your family. . )
and their bamboozled families | |the whole answer. All he can| «pajthfully < "
—that go down the drain dur- |4 js try to contribute. I had|.. '« /'., Hans =
jng incfficient and callous }to do most of this in my spare{ . " .- “HansV, Tofte"
operations without anyone lift- |time;. at home, nights, . Weeke| - = z- = i
ing a finger. Like the Cuban lends, and holidays. :
exiles, that were murdered at | “So, in my house, . the other
, the ‘Bay of Pigs.’ day, they found volumes of book|
. “Was there a clean-up inside Jmanuscript and many secret’
‘CIA after the 'Bay of Pigs’? reference papers of all kn}gs
Not on your life. The same that apparently represented ‘in-
people, who planned and exe- sgde_ and kr}owledgeab_le ’CI'I}:l-
cuted that disastrous affair are cism of the ‘Bay of Pigs,’ the
still sitting in Langley in bigger Dominican Republic, .Vlelt) Nam,
and better jobs. I do not envy qnd’q host of other ‘embarras-
them those jobs, I-just think SIRE_ISSUCS.

“They also found a master
tmhgrtn o_ther men should be ‘_in plan that was designed to pre-

. _ vent these things and save mil-
“As to my own ambitions, I jiong of dollars of unnecessary
can only say that once during @ xpenditure via enhanced. ef-
secret meeting at the White|fisiency — starting with im-
House early in the Kenngdy ad- proving the quality and per-

ministration, I -was jokingly'formance of our people. :

asked ‘whether I wantpd to be oI think, they suspected all
director of CIA'? . this and that the ‘raid’ of
No Joke Sunday two wcckg agof was v . 3

“Already then I replied, that deliberately staged. Uniortu- _ : ‘

) this was n)(,) joke. Not only would nately somcone (:VEI'-I'CaChefi _ "

I flatly refuse such an offer. and . took Marlys’ jewelry in 3

1 would feel free to say, that' the process, This I cannot R "

G the worst mistake any President prove, but if anyone has 2 ' : :

o’

of the United States could pos-. better theory, I would like to
sibly make would be fo put a hear it.

“So, as the agency perpe-
CIAu‘pro[ession?l h‘ ?he top epot ‘trated an illegal entry into my
of the agency! " - home, accompanied by ‘grand. .
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